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The 2011 Summit on Early Childhood: Investment in our Future 

Massachusetts Medical Society 

November 16, 2011 

Early Education for All works to ensure that children in 

Massachusetts have access to high-quality early education and 

become proficient readers by the end of third grade. 
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Early Learning Matters 

 

 

Click here

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipiZBo0FjV4&feature=related
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National Assessment of Educational Progress  
Trends, MA and Nation 

4 

36 36 35 

47 

40 
44 

49 47 
50 

28 29 29 31 32 32 33 33 34 

0 

20 

40 

60 

80 

100 

1992¹ 1994¹ 1998 2002 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 

%
 o

f 
S

tu
d

e
n

ts
 S

c
o

ri
n

g
 P

ro
fi

c
ie

n
t 

o
r 

A
d

v
a

n
c
e

d
 

Fourth Grade Reading Proficiency, Massachusetts and Nation  
1992-2011 NAEP 

MA 
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Third Grade Reading 

5 5 5 

Many Massachusetts Third Graders Lag in Reading 

2011 MCAS 

Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) results over time for individual 

districts and schools can be found at: http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/  

 Proficient or Above 

Advanced 

 Below Proficient 

http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/
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Third Grade Reading Proficiency in Massachusetts,  
2001-2011 MCAS, by Income 
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Third Grade Reading Proficiency in Massachusetts,  
2001-2011 MCAS, by Income 

% of non-low 
income students 
proficient 

% of all students 
proficient 

% of low income 
students 
proficient* 
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A Large Achievement Gap Persists  

Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) results over time for 

individual districts and schools can be found at: http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/  

http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/
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Third Grade Reading Proficiency in Massachusetts,  
2001-2011 MCAS, by Race/Ethnicity 

% of all students proficient % of White students proficient 
% of Black students proficient % of Hispanic/Latino students proficient 
% of Asian students proficient 
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A Large Achievement Gap Persists  

Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) results over time for individual 

districts and schools can be found at: http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/  

http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/
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The Achievement Gap Before Kindergarten 
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Graph reprinted courtesy of the Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University. www.developingchild.harvard.edu 

Barriers to Educational Achievement Emerge at a Very Young Age  

http://www.developingchild.harvard.edu/
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2010 Population in Massachusetts 

ÂState population: 

6.5 million, up 3% 

Â81,141 fewer children 

than in 2000 

ÂBoomers entering 

retirement age  

ÂMedian age:  

39.1, up from 36.5 

Age Group C2000 C2010 # Change 

Under 18 1,500,064 1,418,923 -81,141 

18 and over 4,849,033 5,128,706 279,673 

Total 6,349,097 6,547,629 198,532 

Median  age 36.5 39.1 2.6 

-7.9% 
-5.4% 

5.8% 

35.8% 

4.9% 3.1% 

-15% 

-10% 

-5% 

0% 
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10% 

15% 

20% 

25% 

30% 

35% 

40% 

Under 6 Under 18 18+ 50-64 65+ Total 

MA Population Change Since 2000 

Source: US Census 2010. 
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Fast Facts:  
Young Children in Massachusetts  

Child population, birth to age 5  442,592 

Percent of children under age 6 with all parents in the labor force  65.1% 

Percent of children under age 6 living below the poverty line  13.8% 

Percent of preschool-age children in a formal early education program  70%  

Percent receiving public funding for a formal early education program  25% 

Private 

paying, 

110,186 

(45%)

Head Start, 

11,900 (5%)

EEC subsidy, 

22,442 (9%)

Public school 

pre-k, 

26,597 

(11%)

No formal 

program, 

73,339 

(30%)

Sources: MA Head Start 2009; Massachusetts Department of 

Elementary and Secondary Education, 2009; Massachusetts 

Department of Early Education and Care, 2009; Census 2010; 

American Community Survey 05-09. 

224,901 children 

age 3-5 

1 in 4 children has 

publicly financed 

early education and 

care 
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Rising Cost of Health Care in Massachusetts  
FY12 State Budget 

FY12 state budget totals $33.58 billion.  

Chapter 70 local aid for education is captured in the Education budget.  

Source: Massachusetts Budget and Policy Center, Budget Monitor, July 2011.  

http://www.massbudget.org/documentsearch/findDocument?doc_id=141 
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Â! ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōǊŀƛƴ ƎǊƻǿǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƎŜ 5 

ÂHigh-quality early education improves school readiness and 
achievement 

ÂLow-income children who participate in high-quality early 
education are: 

ς40% less likely to need special education or be retained a grade 

ς30% more likely to graduate from high school 

ςTwice as likely to go to college 

Â Investments in high-quality early education for low-income 
children yield an estimated 10-16% rate of return 

For brain research see: Rethinking the Brain: New Insights into Early Development by Rima Shore (NY: Families and Work Institute, 1997) 

For ñ40, 30, twice as likelyò see: Reynolds, A. J., et al. (2001). Long-term Effects of an Early Childhood Intervention on Educational Achievement and Juvenile Arrest.  JAMA, 285(18), 

2339-2346.; Reynolds, A. J., et al. (2007). Effects of a School-Based, Early Childhood Intervention on Adult Health and Well-Being. Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine, 

161(8), 730-739.; Barnett, W. S. & Masse, L. N. (2007). Comparative benefit-cost analysis of the Abecedarian program and its policy implications. Economics of Education Review, 

26, 113-125. 

For 16% return on investment see: Rolnick, A. and Grunewald, R. (2003). Early childhood development: Economic development with a high return. Retrieved from 

http://www.minneapolisfed.org/publications_papers/studies/earlychild/abc-part2.pdf. 

Why Invest in High-Quality Early Education 

12 
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Improved Social Outcomes 

Â Improved health outcomes 

ςReduced risk of chronic illness; fewer reported health problems  

ςStronger family relationships; reduced abuse and/or neglect 

ςGreater access to health care 

ÂReduction in crime 

ςLower rates of juvenile arrest, lifetime arrest and incarceration 

ςFewer arrests for violent crime, property crime and drug crime 

ÂReduction of high-risk behaviors 

ςLess likely to smoke, take drugs or abuse alcohol 

ςLess likely to become teenage mothers 

ςMore likely to wear a seatbelt 
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In Massachusetts 

ÂAffordability 

ςOn average, families paid $12,200 per year for full-time care for a 4-year-
old child in Massachusetts, the most expensive in the nation 

ςOnly 25% of preschool age children receive public funding 

ÂDemand 

ςFully 8-in-10 parents (81%) of children under age 6 in MA say they would 
be interested in enrolling their child in a free, high-quality early education 
program for 3- to 5-year-olds 

ÂAccess to quality 

ςResearch shows that to maximize return on investments, program quality 
matters 

ςMA leads the nation in the number and percentage of accredited early 
childhood programs (35% of center-based programs), yet most programs 
are not accredited 

Sources: National Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies, Parents and the High Cost of Child Care: 2011 update Available at 
www.naccrra.org.; Opinion Dynamics. (2003). Poll of Massachusetts Voters.;  

http://www.naccrra.org/
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Early Education for All Campaign  
Strategies 

Â9ƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ άǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅέ ŀƭƭƛŜǎ 

ςCoalition building 

ςCampaign Advisory Committee  

Â.ǳƛƭŘ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ άƭƛƪŜƭȅέ ŀƭƭƛŜǎ 

ςPolicy Committee 

ςDevelop state legislative policy proposals that are informed by 
families and the field 

ςDevelop and mobilize statewide grass-roots field 
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Early Education for All Campaign  
Strategies 

ÂUse research to inform policy proposals and messaging 

ςFast Facts, briefs, studies  

Â Implement statewide media campaign 

ς1,293 stories, editorials, op-eds and letters in 220 different 
newspapers since late 2002. 

ς134 editorials (including 55 in The Boston Globe) 

ÂDevelop privately funded independent advocacy organization 
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ÂCreation of MA Department of Early Education and Care (FY05) 

ÂCreation of Early Childhood Educators Scholarship (FY06)  

ÂCreation of the MA Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program (FY07) 

ÂAn Act Relative to Early Education and Care (2008) 

Â Inclusion of early education provisions in Act Relative to the 

Achievement Gap (2010) 

ÂCreation of Quality Rating and Improvement System (2011) 

ÂMore than $212 million in public funding, cumulative, since FY06 

ÂDoubling of the percentage of children in full-day kindergarten to 

80%, up from 38% in 2000 

Policy Progress to Date 
Highlights 
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More Progress Needed in MA 

18 

Â 39% of grade three students below proficient in reading 

ς60% of  low-income third grade below proficient 

ÂHigh-quality early education 

ς35% of center-based early education and care accredited by NAEYC 

ς30% of center-based early educators and 18% of family child care workers have a BA 

ςUniversal Prekindergarten grant funds 6,000 children across the state 

ςQuality Rating and Improvement System funding reaches 178 communities 

ς164 Full-Day Kindergarten grantees 

ÂAssessment / data  

ÂContinue to build alignment starting at birth 

ÂPartnerships with families and other critical partners 

 

Marshall, N. L., Dennehy, J., Johnson-Staub, C., Robeson, W. (2005). Massachusetts Capacity Study Research Brief: Characteristics of the Current Early Education and Care Workforce 

Serving 3-5 Year-olds. Center for Research on Women, Wellesley College.; Massachusetts Child Care Resource & Referral Network, Inc. (January, 2009) Data Report 2008. 

Massachusetts Department of Higher Education (2010) Vision Project Preview: College Participation.  
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Refocusing Massachusetts 

 

Five recommendations 

Â Program design 

Â Assessment 

Â Professional development  

Â Curriculum  

Â Partnerships with families 

Implementation   

Â New framework, new partnerships.  

Â Families, community organizations, early 
childhood field, healthcare providers, faith 
community, philanthropy and schools. 
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An Act Relative to Third Grade Reading Proficiency 
(S.188/H.1853) 

Â!ŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ƪŜȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ά¢ǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŀƎŜΥ wŜŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ 

ŦƻǊ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎέ 

Â Establishes the Massachusetts Early Reading Council, including legislators, early 

educators, teachers, superintendents, school committee members, parents, labor 

union representatives, pediatricians, business and advocates, to:  

ςCƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

ςFour critical areas: professional development, curriculum, assessment, family 
engagement 

ςFacilitate interagency collaboration and alignment 

Â Lead sponsors, Senator Katherine Clark and Representative Martha Walz, and  

59 legislative co-sponsors 

Â Hearing held on May 31, 2011 

Â Next steps 

20 
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Early Learning Challenge 

21 

Goal: To close the achievement gap for children with high needs and 
ensure that all children enter kindergarten ready to succeed.  

Â Funded by Congress in the 2011 budget - $500 million competition  

Â 35 states, plus the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, applied 

Â States rewarded for plans that transform  early learning systems through better 

coordination, clearer learning standards, and meaningful workforce 

development  

Â Grant is jointly administered by the US Departments of Education and Health 

and Human Services 

Â Grant period: December 31, 2011- December 31, 2015 

Â Awards will be announced in December 
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DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ƎŜƴŘŀ 
November 2011 

ά!ǘ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ 
ƎŀǇ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦέ 

ÂάEǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǿŜƭƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƎǊŀŘŜΦέ 

ςPilot program for kindergarten literacy readiness 

Âά!ƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǎǘŀǊǘΦέ 

ςStudent support councils  

Âά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ-ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ǘǊǳƳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜΦέ 

ςEnglish learning summer camps  

Âά²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦέ 

ςSupport for vocational and technical schools and piloting career academies 
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¢ƘŜ tŀǘƘ ǘƻ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ .ŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ .ƛǊǘƘΧ 
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